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For the sheer joy of existence the Superman links himself
with others, nay, with the whole of creation. All sense of effort
vanishes from him, all consciousness of duty. Effort and duty
can have place only when the normal consciousness is a conscious-
ness of difference and a sense of identity is only attained by
suppressing this consciousness by a violent exertion. But where
the normal consciousness is one of profound identity with the
whole universe, how can there be any room for effort and duty?
How can there be also any room for sorrow or delusion, for
these are the outcome of a sense of division:

^ ^ fft^: ^: ^ ^M^4^N: II

These are some of the main features of the religion of the
Superman, the religion of the future, as I shall now call it, for
it fulfils all the conditions I have already mentioned, which the
religion of the future must satisfy, inasmuch as it takes up into
itself and brings into perfection the values of the other types of
religion, at the same time adding some new values of which they
were not conscious. It is not a compromise between the different
ideals of religion as they are in vogue to-day, but it will chalk
out a new path, guided by the new consciousness that will emerge
when world-evolution will take its next most momentous leap
forward. It will be neither humanism, nor a religion of mysti-
cism, nor a religion of man ; nor will it be individualistic or
socialistic or nationalistic or internationalistic, for these terms, as
we have seen, have reference to the present world-conditions and
will lose all their meaning when these conditions undergo a
radical change.

What, however, will be the immediate future of religion?
That depends upon how far religion understands her mission,
which is neither to quarrel with science about matters of fact,
nor to exhibit an inordinate desire to be in her good books.
Why should religion be so anxious to placate science? The
world neither wants scientific religion nor religious science, but
it wants religion pure and simple. Religion must have some-
thing of her own to proclaim. And she must have the courage
to proclaim it, without caring whether science accepts it or not.
If history has taught us anything, it is this, that if you want to
win the respect of the world, you must proclaim your views
fearlessly. This is as true in the sphere of religion as in other
spheres. Religion has suffered enormously in world-estimation
by reason of her being tied to the apron-strings of the dogmatic
theories of the Church in the Middle Ages, and in the present
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